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Sustainability
Sustainability for us is all about becoming more 
humane in the way we do things. It is essential that 
businesses also needs to be humanized as they play 
critical role in changing the lives of the people as well 
as saving the planet. 

In theory - Sustainability is a business approach to 
creating long-term value by taking into consideration 
how a given organization operates in the ecological, 
social and economic environment. 

Aligned to our vision of creating a more sustainable 
world, our team specializes in this domain as it's very 
close to our heart. Our approach towards sustainability 
is to ensure that businesses are able to determine, 
measure, manage and improve their impact on 
the social, environmental and economic aspects of 
sustainability and not just disclose through report. We 
help companies by looking at the bigger picture and 
look for ways towards continuous improvement. 

Key services we offer in 
the area of Sustainability

Building awareness on 
Sustainability through 

Innovative Learning

Sustainability Disclosure 
through Reporting 

External Assurance of 
Sustainability Reports 

ESG Strategy Formation Environmental 
Management System 

Sustainable Events 
Management



98 GCSS Corporate Profile  ||  GCSS Corporate Profile

Sustainability Disclosure 
through Reporting 

External Assurance of 
Sustainability Reports

Sustainability report is the practice of measuring, disclosing 
and being accountable to internal and external stakeholders 
for organizational performance towards the goal of sustainable 
development. 

It enables organizations to consider the impacts of wide range of sustainability issues, enabling 

them to be more transparent about the risks and opportunities they face. 

A sustainability report is a report published by a company or organization about the economic, 

environmental and social impacts caused by its everyday activities. A sustainability report also 

presents the organization's values and governance model, and demonstrates the link between its 

strategy and its commitment to a sustainable global economy. 

External / independent reviews of sustainability reports are 
increasing every year as it increases the credibility of information 
disclosed for all the stakeholders. 

Based on the AccountAbility database, there is an increase of almost 30% in the number of 

companies opting for external assurance in the last 4 years. The objective of external assurance is to 

increase the robustness, accuracy and trustworthiness of disclosed information as well as provide 

inputs on how internal processes can be improved for better reporting purposes. 

GCSS Inc. is a licensed assurance provider for sustainability reports from AcountAbility, UK. With 

the expertise and experience of preparing sustainability reports, the assurers had gained in depth 

knowledge on the sustainability data management. This helps in understanding the mechanics 

behind the disclosures and how credible are in the internal process.

Consulting and Training Services Offered
1. Preparation of Sustainability Reports aligned to 

 a. Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) Standards

 b. Philippine Securities Exchange Commission (SEC) Requirements 

 c. Sustainability Accounting Standards Board (SASB) Standards 

 d. Task force for Climate related Financial Disclosures (TCFD) Recommendations 

 e. United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UNSDGs)

 f. International Integrated Reporting Council (IIRC) Framework 

 g. Other industry specific standards

2. Facilitation of Materiality Assessment  

3. Stakeholder Engagement based on AA1000 SES 2015 (AccountAbility Stakeholder Engagement 

Standard)

4. Development and Streamlining Data Collection practice within the organization 

5. Development of Sustainability Framework, Objectives and Roadmap for organizations 

6. Writing/Conceptualizing and Designing of Sustainability Reports  

Assurance and Assessment Service Offered 
1. External Assurance of Sustainability Reports based on AccountAbility Principles 

(AA1000AP) 2018 and Assurance Standard (AA1000AS)

2. Assessment of Sustainability Data Management Process

3. Alignment to Principle of Materiality and Stakeholder Engagement

4. Alignment of Sustainability Reports to reporting standards used
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ESG Strategy Formation 
and Reporting
Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) is gaining interest 
around the world for investors to understand on how companies 
manages its risks and opportunities in these areas. 

ESG reporting is becoming to be a new reporting standard and is getting a big boost for 

organizations for disclosures through their sustainability reports or standalone reports. There is no 

best way of integrating ESG but every organization have to assess the most practical and realistic 

way for integration. 

We work with organizations to develop a comprehensive ESG strategy that will layout a long-

term plan to address all areas of sustainability within your organization. We help companies in 

implementing industry specific ESG strategies that takes advantage of global best practices in the 

sustainability ecosystem appreciated by various stakeholders. 

Consulting and Training* Services Offered
1. Development of Sustainability Framework, Objectives and Roadmap for organizations 

2. Alignment to requirements of various ESG rating agencies such as:

a. Sustainalytics 

b. MSCI

c. RobecoSam 

d. CDP

3. Implementation of best practices to meet the requirements of: 

a. Principles for Responsible Investment (UNPRI)

b. Equator Principles 

c. Sustainable Finance Framework

d. Principles of Social Value 

e. United Nations Global Compact (UNGC)

4. Alignment to Social Responsibility Standard (ISO 26000)*

5. Integration of ESG Risk into Risk Management Framework 

Environmental 
Management System 
The environmental challenges the world faces have never been 
greater or more complex. 

Key environmental issues affecting business include industrial waste, sustainable development of 

raw materials, water, energy and air emissions. Companies in today’s increasingly competitive global 

marketplace are focusing their efforts on outstanding environmental performance as a business 

imperative. More and more companies are implementing a better environmental protection system in 

place to monitor and minimize their impact on a regular basis.

We help organizations in implementing environmental management system based on

international standards to manage its processes in a better way while reducing environmental impact.

Consulting and Training Services Offered
1. Implementation of ISO standards relates to Environment and attain certification:

a. Environmental Management System (ISO 14001)

b. Greenhouse Gas Emission (ISO 14064)

c. Energy Management System (ISO 50001)

d. Life Cycle Assessment (ISO 14040)

e. Carbon Footprint for products (ISO 14067)

f. Water Footprint (ISO 14046)

2. Internal Audit and Assessments to verify compliance against these standards
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Sustainable Events 
Management
Events take a heavy toll on resources, society and the environment, 
often generating significant waste and huge carbon footprint. 

Imagine the amount of electricity, waste and carbon emissions accumulated from one big event of 

having between 500 and 10,000 guests. Making events sustainable has become essential for success 

in today’s meetings and conference industry. By organizing sustainable events, companies minimizes 

their impact on the environment by consuming less amount of energy and natural resources. It also 

helps in local procurement of materials thus providing more local opportunities. 

We help companies to organize sustainable events based on ISO 21021, released in 2012 by the ISO.

This standard was released in 2012 by ISO. The standard provides guidance and requirements in 

organizing sustainable events and organizations can attain ISO certification for the event if all the 

requirements are complied with. If you have been organizing large scale events, then this standard is 

definitely meant for you. 

Consulting and Training Services Offered
Implementation of Sustainable Events Management System (ISO 20121)

Building Awareness 
Through Innovative 
Learning 
2030 SDGs Game
The 2030 SDGs Game is a multiplayer, in-person, card-based game that simulates taking the “real 

world” into the year 2030.  Designed in Japan in 2016, this experience has become a powerful and 

impactful social phenomenon in Japan, earning extensive media coverage and reaching over 100,000 

participants.  The 2030 SDGs Game events are held in corporate, governmental, educational, and 

community settings. We currently have over 600 certified facilitators in Japan and around 50 globally. 

Why make it a game? 

• It gives people a direct experience of participating in 

co-creating a sustainable world (“I can do it”; “what I 

do makes a difference.”)

• It simplifies and makes accessible an extremely 

complex issue to a level that allows people to begin to 

understand, while stimulating our natural curiosity to 

learn more.

• It activates players’ natural instincts to set their 

aim toward a worthy goal, simultaneously building 

confidence and making it enjoyable, while inspiring 

and motivating players to take action in the real world.  

How to play? An overview 
The rules are simple: Players use money and time to 

achieve their goals by the end of the game. What kind of 

goals are there? 

One player might have the goal of Acquiring Wealth; 

for these players, money is the most important thing. 

For others, the most important thing might be to Enjoy 

Leisure, to have the freedom to relax or to spend time 

doing what they want. Others may want to end poverty, or 

to protect the environment. Just like in the real world, in 

this world there are diverse people with different values. 

This means that each project that the participants run will 

have an impact on the world, and the world of 2030 will 

be affected accordingly. 
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Hack your Box
From creating your own “box”, or the perceptions that 

you have built yourself over time, you can then let go 

of things that you think are suitable about yourself but 

actually do not work.

You can then build a set of new beliefs and ways of 

thinking by looking into ways that you could improve 

in, and break down those that may hinder your 

progress of one’s self.

Building the better box can give a 
lot of benefits for you

• Think more about improving yourself;

• Imagine more things that can actually solve a 

problem in the world;

• Reduce negative thoughts that lead to negative 

impacts;

• Create positive thoughts that lead to positive 

actions;

• Become more progressive in your physical, 

mental, and social actions; and

• Explore of ways to creating your own path to 

sustainable development. 

By the end of the online session, you will have more 

ideas about old self-beliefs that limit your potential, 

and build into new strengths and actions. In the age 

of searching for the new normal, you too can build a 

bigger and better “box” by literally thinking outside the 

old one.

Some of Our Recent Work

Check here

http://bloomberry.ph/file-manager/files/Sustainability%20Report/Sustainability%20Report%202019.pdf
http://bloomberry.ph/file-manager/files/Sustainability%20Report/Sustainability%20Report%202019.pdf
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Our Affiliations
We are affiliated with some of the 
most leading institutions in the area 
of sustainability. 

These affiliations help us to learn new things that would 

be beneficial for our clients. This would also help us 

to grow as an organization and implement practices 

internally improve as an organization by adopting new 

practices towards sustainable development. 

ARPIT SHRIVASTAVA
• Co-Founder of GCSS Inc.
• Closely worked as Project Manger for all GCSS Sustainability related Projects
• GRI Standards Certified (KPMG India)
• Integrated Reporting <IIRC> Practitioner (KPMG India)
• Licensed Sustainability Reporting Assurance Provider by AccountAbility, UK
• Lead Auditor and Lead Implementor – Business Continuity Management System
• Lead Auditor Information Security Management System
• Prepared more than 45 Sustainability Reports for Philippine Companies
• Masters in Mechanical Engineering Design, University of Manchester, UK
• More than 10 years of experience in sustainability
• Has worked with over 20 companies as consultant on their sustainability journey

Check here

Check here

http://www.pldt.com/docs/default-source/annual-reports/sustainability-report/in-good-company_final_772020.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://megawide.com.ph/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/MWIDE-Sustainability-Report-2018.pdf
 http://www.pldt.com/docs/default-source/annual-reports/sustainability-report/in-good-company_final_772020.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://bloomberry.ph/file-manager/files/Sustainability%20Report/Sustainability%20Report%202019.pdf
https://megawide.com.ph/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/MWIDE-Sustainability-Report-2018.pdf
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